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© WHAT IS HONKIT O

HONK! is a three-day festival bringing activist street and brass bands
from all over the United States and the world to Somerville and
Cambridge for a celebration of music, community, art, and activism.
HONK! is organized entirely by volunteers, is free, and is full of exciting,
joyful and exhilarating music as well as actions for social change.

Throughout the country and across the globe, a new type of street band
movement has emerged. It is mostly brass, but all outrageous and
exciting. Sometimes called a brassroots revolution, these bands draw
inspiration from sources as diverse as klezmer and hip hop, as well as
the New Orleans second line tradition, and deliver with all the passion
and spirit of Mardi Gras and Carnival.

Acoustic and mobile, these bands play at street level, typically with no
stages to elevate them above the crowd and no sound systems or
speaker columns to separate the performers from participants. They
don't just play for the people, they play among the people and invite
them to join in the fun. They are active, activist, and deeply engaged in
their communities, at times alongside unions or grassroots groups in
political protest, or in community-building activities. At full power, these
bands create an irresistible spectacle of creative movement and sonic
self-expression directed at making the world a better place. This is the
movement we call HONK!

The festival starts on Friday afternoon when a few of the bands lead a
number of neighborhood- and family-oriented lantern parades. There
are kick off showcases at local venues on Friday night. Then over two
dozen bands liven up Davis Square on Saturday from 1:00 to 9:00 p.m.
and activist artist groups take over EIm Street for the afternoon. The fun
continues on Sunday afternoon when you can watch the annual HONK!
parade to 'Reclaim the Streets for Horns, Bikes, and Feet' from Davis
Square to Harvard Square, with even more bands and groups ranging
from artists to schools to activist groups. Finally, HONK! bands play in
Harvard Square after the parade on the main stage and around the
square. Many bands will be teaming up with local non-profit
organizations throughout the weekend, including a large demonstration
at the Boston ICE detention center.

HONK! in Somerville has inspired a number of other brass band
festivals, in Providence, Brooklyn, Seattle, Austin, Detroit, Vermont, and
even in Australia and Brazil. HONK! is an all-volunteer effort, which relies
on generous contributions from local residents, businesses and City
services. We appreciate your support!

WWW.HONKFEST.ORC
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ANOVA BRASIL * SOMERVILLE, MA
ARTESIAN RUMBLE ARKESTRA % OLYMPlA WA
BAND LAND BRASS BAND * CAMBRIDGE, MA
BRASS BALAGAN % BURLINGTON, VT
BREAD & PUPPET CIRCUS BAND * CLOVER, VT
CARNIVAL BAND % \VANCOUVER, BC
QUEER INSURRECTION ENSEMBLE * MONTREAL Qc
DETROIT PARTY MARCHING BAND % DETROIT, Mi
DIRTY WATER BRASS BAND * BOSTON, MA
EMPEROR NORTON'S STATIONARY
MARCHING BAND % SOMERVILLE, MA
ENVIRONMENTAL ENCROACHMENT * CHICAGCO, IL
EXTRAORDINARY RENDITION BAND % PROVIDENCE, Rl
FORWARD! MARCHING BAND * MADISON, WI
LEFTIST MARCHING BAND % PORTSMOUTH, NH
MINOR MISHAP MARCHING BAND * AUSTIN, TX
MUSICIANS ACTION GROUP % SAN FRANCISCO, CA
NEW CREATIONS BRASS BAND * NEW ORLEANS LA
PARTY BAND % LOWELL, MA
PLEZI RARA * BROOKLYN NY
RARA BEL POZE % BOSTON MA
RED FLAME HUNTERS * NEW ORLEANS, LA
RISE UPl ACTION BAND % SEATTLE, WA
RUDE MECHANICAL ORCHESTRA * BROOKLYN NY
SCHOOL OF HONK % SOMERVILLE, MA
SECOND LINE SOCIAL AID & PLEASURE
SOCIETY BRASS BAND * SOMERVILLE, MA
UNIDOS DO SWING * SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY % MINNEAPOLIS, MN
WHAT CHEERT BRICADE * PROVIDENCE, RI




